
11
1 

 
 

 

REFOCUSING NIGERIA’S TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

Elder Ebri U. Eteng,. Mni 

Abstract 
Since it is generally accepted that education is a dynamic instrument for social 
change, the nation’s national policy on education should now emphasize 
Vocational Education if the country must brace up to the societal demands of the 
new millennium. Too many young Nigerians are drawn into University merely for 
the prestige of having a university degree and not for the purpose for which a 
university education is intended. 

Introduction 

In an article published in the Nigerian Vocational Journal Vol. 1, 1980, the writer observed that.... 

educational planners and administrators in the country have accepted the fact that education in Nigeria is no longer a 

sole government enterprise, but a huge public venture that has witnessed a progressive evolution of government and 

public intervention and active participation. He suggested that the Federal, State and Local Governments in issuing 

guidelines for educational policies throughout the country must accept education as an instrument for excellence in 

effecting national development. Thus, government at all levels needed to spell out the philosophy and objectives of 

education which underlie current massive investment in education and in addition, state in clear terms those policy 

guidelines that should guide our national efforts in this direction. Indeed, the nation must accept the fact that since 

education is a dynamic instrument for social change, our national policy on education should be continuously 

reviewed to ensure its adequacy and continued relevance to our national needs and aspirations. 

It is sad however to note that current statistics particularly, unemployment statistics indicate that too many 

young Nigerians are still being drawn into Universities merely for the prestige of having a university degree and not 

for the purpose for which a university education is intended. 

Our belief is that higher education is important and should have no limits, but that the direction of such 

higher education is what counts. In other words, we are emphasizing education for life, which for want of a better 

name, we can call vocational technical education. 

What Is Vocational Education? 

General education is described as that aspect of total education which focuses upon knowledge, skills, and 

attitudes that are considered useful for successful living without reference to or application to popular occupations or 

callings. It is not vocationally specific or tailored. On the other hand, vocational education is a utilitarian type of 

education which deals with knowledge, skills, and attitudes that fit a individual wholly or in part for a definite 

occupation or vocation, the pursuit of which equips him for successful living. Career education consists of those 

activities or experiences through which one learns about work. As such it makes no restriction whether one speaks 

of the work of a musician or doctor. It includes both vocational and occupational education. It also extends beyond 

vocational and occupational education in that it may involve work performance at leisure time. 

Today, Nigeria needs vocational technical education which we believe will see the country move into the 

new millennium. We are saying that further education is important and should have no limits but that the direction 

of that further education is what counts. Too many young Nigerians for instance are drawn into Universities merely 

for the prestige of having a university degree and not for purpose for which a university education is intended. This 

emphasis on the importance of going to university is resulting in an abundance of over educated and under-

motivated Nigerians who do not really know where they are going. Our view is that if this trend continues, Nigeria - 

her businesses and industries will be the loser. The nation needs practical men and women starting at the secondary 

school level, where the 
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individual is seeking direction. This importance must be stressed on a par with university education so that the 
Nigerian youth can evaluate equally the advantages and disadvantages of going to university or to a business or 
vocational technical school. 

A review of WAEC Annual Reports And Statistics (1985 Onwards) shows that out of every 80,000 
students who sit for the WAEC examination, about 10,000 take the single subject of commercial type, in Nigeria. Of 
this number, only about 600 of the candidates show evidence of having acquired any office/vocational skills that 
employers in the Nigerian labour market are looking for. From these statistics, it could be inferred further that 
employers in the Nigerian labour market expect graduates from the secondary schools to posses some basic office 
management skills as they leave the secondary school. It could also be inferred that the post primary schools in 

Nigeria do not adequately prepare young Nigerians for the labour market. If our under-development must be fought 
then we need a technologically oriented educational system, an educational system which is occupationally oriented 
and fit for our changing societal environment. Fire fighting will not solve the problem. 

Third-World Countries and their Educational Policies: 

While this article is not propounding philosophies of education, in other words not discussing the history of 

education in Nigeria, we agree that education has always been regarded as man’s most competent institution for 

transforming man’s environment. This transformation process however takes on different dimensions. For we know 

that we have all along been educating our young men and women. Some have turned out to be psychiatric burdens, 

societal misfits etc, but at the same time, we have also been able to educate some of our young men and women who 

have come out to be at the cross roads and therefore our education is said to be as a state of crisis. 

Most countries in Latin America, a limited number in Asia and almost the whole of black Africa have been 

described as under-developed, technologically backward and experiencing debt burdens all year round. Countries in 

these regions have been tagged either developing or under-developed in contrast to most countries in Europe. While 

Nigeria is among the primary producers (i.e production of raw materials for the industries of the developed nations) 

a fast increasing population, poverty, low level of technology, and dependence on foreign goods, skilled manpower, 

her poor industrial technology is the bane of her society. 

On the other hand, a developed nation is one in which the standard of living of its people is high because of 

its industrialization and its ability to make available to the populace basic necessities of life such as good education, 

social communication, food and health facilities, among others. Here also is included some amount of‘technological 

independence” and such nations have the ability to provide most of the basic goods and services through their 

industrial establishment. Such countries are said to be in a state of not being dependent on other nations for their 

survival especially in the area of technology. 

When we talk about technological dependence of a developing nation such as Nigeria, what we are 

concerned about is our insufficiency in providing for our basic human needs and wants that our country can produce 

without depending on other nations. We are, therefore, not self-reliant. It is necessary to point out however, that no 

nation is self-sufficient. In spite of North America’s wealth for instance, she will still depends very much on foreign 

raw materials for her industries. Rather than aim at absolute self-sufficiency, what each country does is to attempt to 

reduce its degree of dependence on others for its basic needs. 

Acquiring Technological Education 

The truth is that most under-developed nations in their attempt to acquire technological education have 

found themselves even more dependent on super-powers. This is a situation whose cause could be found in the 

absence of a sound educational policy from which to take off. For any country to achieve true technological 

development, in the modern sense, it must have to start somewhere, and preferably by way of an educational 

revolution. 

Technology Gap And Technology Transfer 

Third world countries have swallowed such pet terms as the ‘new economic order, transfer of technology 

and technology gap’. These are terms coined by the industrialized nations aimed at wooing the developing nations. 

Attracted by these expressions the under-developed nations dissipate their energies in negotiations over better deals 

for their raw materials and the acquisition of transfer of western technology. The extent to which such negotiations 

have been beneficial to the developing nations is yet to be seen. But our contention here is that since one basic 

principle of international trade relations is that of self-interest, the industrialized nations cannot, and will never make 

any concessions that will rob them of the recent developments and the struggle for supremacy between the Soviet 

bloc including Japan and the Western Europe including the United States of America, it would be expecting too 



much or the impossible for any developing nation like Nigeria to expect an unreserved and complete transfer of 

technology from these industrialized nations. 

Ironically, while the developed nations agree in principle on the need to close this technological gap, they 

make the third world countries believe that what is best for them is what has been described by Chijioke as 

intermediate or Appropriate Technology. By this, is meant that tools and materials for mechanization in say Africa 

should as far as possible be local. In other worlds, instead of replacing the hoe with an existing or yet-to-be be-

invented tractor, we should device a one-man operated bicycle- dragged hoe. Certainly, this is tantamount to sending 

us hundred years backward. While there is need to encourage indigenous inventions, there is nothing wrong in our 

redesigning the present foreign machinery like the tractor to suit our immediate and future needs. We do not have to 

go back to the stone age technology in order to look for something indigenous or local. 

For developing nations to catch up with modern technology, there has to be the political will and the 

determination to forge ahead. A country seeking to achieve any form of technological independence, must have the 

will and the determination to do so. In essence, the people must be ready to put in effort and to make sacrifices. The 

citizens must impose upon themselves more economic discipline in order to bear the initial pitfalls which may 

accrue from their attempt. In other words, the citizens must be ready and determined to free themselves from foreign 

dependence even if that entails foregoing some or all present pleasures and privileges. 

Relevant Education 

Education has been described as the key for unlocking the door of modern nations. And in the words of 

Thomas Jefferson, “If a nation expects to be ignorant and free in a state of civilization, it expects that which never 

was and never will be”. The above statements are aimed at emphasizing the indispensability of education as an 

instrument for technological emancipation. Although education in Nigeria has witnessed tremendous growth and 

changes, one thing still remains to be understood. It is that, for as long as the pattern of education adopted by the 

country is based on foreign culture, it cannot serve adequately the needs and aspirations of the country. While a lot 

has been written about the Nigeria educational industry, the necessity to evolve a system of education relevant to the 

needs, goals and aspirations of the people has become necessary. The National Policy on Education (1977) for 

instance, contains such lofty and pious philosophies, aims and objectives which if implemented, should have made 

Nigeria a model for other developing nations of the world. But conservatism and bureaucratic encumbrances as well 

as our examination consciousness have rendered that document a mere addition to our libraries if not the archives. 

A system of education based on traditional subjects of general education more than occupational subjects 

will thwart that nation’s technological advancement. Rather than provide the economy with the much needed 

industrial manpower the present system of education has tended to transform Nigerian into a country of sumptuous 

consumers, that is, a people who are not only unproductive but also counterproductive. 

Education And Manpower Needs 

The greatest asset of a nation is its people. Our agricultural and mineral resources cannot be of use unless 
they are harnessed and exploited by human resources. With over 120 million Nigerians, one would ask: Why has 
Nigeria remained abysmally poor? Why cannot we have constant power supply? The answers are simple, and it is 

that the quality and quantity of our labour force are dependent on our educational system. The economic test of any 
educational system is its ability to meet the manpower requirements of the country it serves. It is, therefore, a 
contradiction of our technological aspiration for our educational industry to continue to place and encourage general 
education instead of technological education. What the nation need is skilled manpower in agriculture, mining, 
science related disciplines, health, business and commerce etc. and so our education has to be oriented towards the 
development of these practical skills. 

The Future 

Nigeria’s technological backwards is not without hope for the future if only some of the observations made 

in this paper are done away with. Our hope for a bright future rests on the abundant human and natural resources 

that our country is endowed with. Educationally, what the country needs is a system or philosophy of education that 

is related to our technological goals and aspirations and adequately funded. This calls for among other things, a 

shifting of emphasis form general arts-oriented education to a science and practical oriented vocational technical 

education. 
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